Revision Test Paper 2 

Time: 2 hours 
                                                             Maximum Marks: 50


A.
Given below is an excerpt from T S Eliot’s acceptance speech of the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1948. Read it and answer the questions that follow. 
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Thomas Stearns Eliot’s speech at the Nobel Banquet at the City Hall in Stockholm, 10 December 1948


When I began to think of what I should say to you this evening, I wished only to express very simply my appreciation of the high honour which the Swedish Academy has thought fit to confer upon me. But to do this adequately proved no simple task. My business is with words, yet the words were beyond my command. Merely to indicate that I was aware of having received the highest international honour that can be bestowed upon a man of letters, would be only to say what everyone knows already. To profess my own unworthiness would be to cast doubt upon the wisdom of the Academy; to praise the Academy might suggest that I, as a literary critic, approved the recognition given to myself as a poet. May I therefore ask that it be taken for granted, that I experienced, on learning of this award to myself, all the normal emotions of exaltation and vanity that any human being might be expected to feel at such a moment, with enjoyment of the flattery, and exasperation at the inconvenience of being turned overnight into a public figure? 




The Nobel Award seems to me the election of an individual, chosen from time to time from one nation or another, and selected by something like an act of grace, to fill a peculiar role and to become a peculiar symbol. A ceremony takes place, by which a man is suddenly endowed with some function which he did not fill before. So the question is not whether he was worthy to be so singled out, but whether he can perform the function which you have assigned to him: the function of serving as a representative, so far as any man can be, of things of far greater importance than the value of what he himself has written.

1.
Why did T S Eliot not consider it fit to praise the Academy which gave him the Nobel Prize?

2.
What emotions did the writer go though on being awarded the Nobel Prize?

3.
What did T S Eliot consider the Nobel Award to mean?

B.
Add question tags to these sentences.
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1.
We have a meeting with Rita tomorrow, ___________?


2.
You should be leaving for your flight now, ___________?


3.
They haven’t yet found the missing purse, ___________?


4.
Sam isn’t yet home, ___________?


5.
Kathy could never fathom algebra ___________?


C.
Fill in the blanks with the correct past tense forms of the verbs in brackets.
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1.
Tina ___________ (study) for a while now.


2.
We ___________ (leave) for the station at 8 o’clock in the morning.


3.

T S Eliot ___________ (give) the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1948.


4.
Geeta ___________ (cook) when the postman ___________ (ring) the doorbell.


5.
Jason ___________ (work) in this company for four years but has yet not been given a raise. 


D.
Identify the figures of speech used in the following sentences.
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1.
She may look as dainty as a flower but she can 
roar like a lion. 





2.
In his 30-year career as a liftman, he has seen a 
lot of ups and downs. 





3.
We’ll take a break for lunch since I’m sure there 
are a lot of hungry stomachs in this room. 




4.
I can resist everything except temptation. 




5.
The leaves whispered their secrets to one another. 



E.
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate verb forms.
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1.
While ___________ (eat) breakfast, Carl ___________ (read) the newspaper which ___________ (predict) stormy weather.


2.
 ___________ (look) back at the incident, I wish I had ___________ (ask) him ___________ (leave)


F.
Tick the correct synonyms of the underlined words from the brackets.
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1.

I was shocked by his impertinent behaviour. (childish, disrespectful, angry)

2.
Fatima said that the film was absolutely gruesome. (sad, horrific, yummy)

3.
She may be a perfectionist herself, but she cannot stand fastidious people. (untidy, fussy, loud)

4.

The dog was delighted at the chance to excavate in the garden! (run, play, dig) 

G.
Use the verbs to complete these sentences as indicated within the brackets.
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1.

Shania ___________ (stay, future continuous) with us for a week.

2.
After school, Adrian ___________ (play, future continuous) basketball for at least an hour.


3.
Lee ___________ (fidget, future perfect continuous) with the broken computer for over two hours now!


4.
I hope everyone ___________ (to be, simple future) on time for 
the movie.


5.
If you don’t bid for that painting now, it ___________ (sell, future perfect) to someone else.


H.
Change the voice of these sentences from active to passive and from 
passive to active.
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1.
Harold kicked the ball hard and sent it to the goal post.

2.
Ron’s hair was cut by a very old but talented woman.

3.
The national anthem was sung by the whole school during assembly.

4.
Tania walks her dog in the park every morning.

5.
Don will introduce Earl to his boss on Wednesday.

I.
Rewrite these sentences in indirect speech.
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1.
Pearl said, “Every Monday I feel like my bed is conspiring to make me late 
for work.”

2.

“How much longer will the food take to be served?” asked Sharon.

J.
Rewrite these sentences in direct speech.
2


1.
Sheela remarked that it was the most inspiring speech she had ever heard.

2.
The instructor asked everyone to form a straight line.
   K.   Would you like to contribute to humanity in some way so that one                                               
day you may be honoured with an award like the Nobel Prize? Write a 
short description of a significant contribution that you’d like to make 
in 
any field of your choice (sports, science, arts, business or any 
other).
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